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Questions You Should Ask When You Read a Published Report of a Survey Project:
Purpose 

1. What general topic did the researcher wish to examine?
2. What was the researcher’s motivation in designing and creating the study?
3. Is the researcher’s main purpose one of exploration, description, explanation, or a combination?
4. What general population are the findings meant to represent?
Data 

1. What was the sampling frame used for purposes of selecting a sample to represent the population?
2. How was the sample actually selected?
3. How many respondents were initially in the sample and how many participated?
4. To what extent is sampling error likely to affect the results of the survey?
5. How were the data collected and was the method appropriate to the population?
6. When did the data collection take place and how long did it take?
7. How were specific variables measured in the analysis?
The Researcher 

1. Has the researcher adequately tested for alternative explanations?
2. Is the researcher using a correlation between two things to prove causation?
3. Is there further research that the researcher has neglected?
4. Could an independent researcher replicate the survey based on the information given in the report?
