LIBS 100 – Mr. Rossman

Email Research

The Assignment: For this portion of the portfolio project, you will be doing research on a career topic.

· Use http://groups.yahoo.com as a source for mailing lists (open a new browser window and use that for your searching)

· Find 3 email lists on your topic

· Compare Members, frequency of messages, currency, specificity

· Keep information in a Word document entitled listexer.doc

Using those three lists,  sign up, lurk (observe activity for a few days), then query the group on your career topic. Do all three lists, send the same email request, and compare and contrast results between the lists. Give your best guess as to any problem.

I would break the ice by identifying yourself as a student interested in your career opportunities in their field, asking about regional (Northeast Ohio) or any other resources, such as a good book or web site, or any recently published articles or papers of excellent quality about the subject. Say it’s ok to email you off-list comments, and promise to share your research with the group later. Practice netiquette. Include your inquiry email as part of your report. 

Write a short narrative evaluation of the results. Evaluate the responses using these three criteria:

1. What is the expertise of the person (this may require a follow-up email-have a thanks one ready  that includes a what’s your background question)

2. Do the comments indicate any bias?

3. Do the comments shed new light on your research that you might not have found elsewhere?

Details: The finished paper should be:

•   At least 2 pages (500 words)

•    Done in Word, double spaced 

•    Free of grammatical mistakes and typos unless indicated for a reason

Due Wednesday November 21, 2007

Point distribution for grading (50 possible): 

Description of three lists  (15 points)

Comparing and contrasting results from the three lists (15 points)

Evaluation of the individual responses (15 points)

Grammar, spelling, punctuation, syntax, etc. (5 points)

Format: 

Top of page: Your name,  Name of Assignment, Date Due,  Statement of your career objective (major), Topic

Part One: Email lists characteristics

1. Barretts-GERD-Reflux list, founded in 1998, 1220 members, message frequency over 200 per month. Description: A list for people interested in Barretts esophagus, GERD, Reflux, dysplasia, hiatal hernia, and precursors of Esophageal cancer (EC).

2. gerdsupport list, founded in 2002, 485 members, message frequency about 100 per month. Description: This is a support group for people with the painful disease GERD(acid reflux disease/heartburn) or those giving support to someone with GERD. Topics may include medication,alternative therapies or any other topic loosely related to GERD and support. Discussion of daily encounters of heartburn are highly encouraged.
3. gerdrefluxdisease list, founded 1999, 368 members, message frequency over 50 per month. Contains public archive of messages. Description: This club is for thoese sufferers of chronic heartburn and GERD or gasrolesophageal reflux disease. (actual copy and paste from Yahoo groups description; seems odd and unprofessional)
Part Two: Inquiry email letter (observe activity on the list for a few days) Subject: Student Survey

Hello,

I’m a nursing student in Northeast Ohio. I’m doing a research assignment on GERD and as part of the assignment I need to contact an email list such as this for help. I’ve already done annotated  web and print bibliographies on GERD. Does anyone have a particularly helpful web resource they really find helpful for coping with this disease? Who has published the best book on this topic? Have there been any recently published articles or papers of excellent quality about the subject? 

i’m not shur why I have to do this, like, I’ve done all the research alredy thru google. I don’t think my instructor trusts it tho LOL  

oh, BTW he said to say email me responses off-list, and to promoise you I’ll email the group back with the results, as if that helps get responses or something. whatever.  L8r,

(the above 2 paragraphs are examples of what NOT to do)

Part Three: Comparing and contrasting lists responses

All three lists sent back rude responses! I was shocked to get over 50 responses from each list. They also sent back viruses that corrupted my computer and stole my personal information, so I’m going to sue you and the school.

Part Four: Evaluation of responses.

Well, actually I received a number of new sites I had not found before, and several books published in 2006 that were really cool about the subject that I didn’t find in the entire 15 minutes I spent looking. I’m always going to do this first before my own research. What a time saver. It’s almost like cheating. Thanks! Sorry about the lawsuit. 

